HEN LOOKING BACK un the 2008 - 00 National TTockey

League scazon, every fan will sort through his or her awn

personal catalopue of memaries, each person certain to
recall mements dillerent than the next persan. Whether it be a
[avourite team, plaver, game, or milestone from the regular season
ur plavolls, there is no shorrage af speclacular flashbacks.

One sel of eves that has seen countless such wuments belongs
to Bruce Bennett, who has been photographing the sport ol hiwckey
fur four decades. As the Director of Photegraphy, Hockey Tmagery
for Celly Imapes, Benners wiews thausads and thousands of snap-
shets—including those in this third edition of Refleclions—taken
cach scaron by his stafl as well as by all N1in team phatographers.
Le estimates that hetween the regular season and playofts, apprax-
imately #45,000 images are collected among e maximum 1,335
games that eonld be plaved. Choosing the very best of those lmepes

for this volume was an enorineus undertaking.
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“Capturing the sport of ice hockev in still photagraphy is no
simple task,” Bennett said. “Hockey plhiclography is a highly ape
cialized segnent of sports photagraphy in which pholographers
constantly are challenged as they attempr o shaat still images
that depict the speed, intensity, aclion, and emotion of thia fast
moving sport.”

With the daunting task of sclecring the mast worthy and cum-
pelling photes pow complele, lels jog the mind’s eve with a review

of what made 2008 - 09 sn special.

The curtain cn the gist KIIL regular season was raised an for-
cign soil for the second conseculive year with two games played
in Stockholm and two in Pragoe, Turopean citics with rich hockey
traditions that have sent many plavers 1a the nHL, While fans in
North America shouted “drop the puck,” in Sweden and 1he Crech

Bepublic they praclaimed “nedslipp” and “vhazujie,” respectively.



