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REFLECTIONS
ON THE ICE

Seaff Writer

Of all the wisuals that Bruce Ben-
nett did not expect when he fol-
lowed the Orlando Solar Bears for
saveraldays lastmonth,a dogwitha
front-rowr seat surprised himmost.

Bemnett, director of hockey pho-
topraply for Getty Images, was an-
bedded with the ECHL team to
chronicle the hves of minor-leszue
hockey players. As foreard Austin
Block: rushed to jom the Solar Bears
for a game against the Atlants
Gladistors on Feb. 12 at Amway
Center, Bennett clicked away as
EBlod: quickly puton his uniform.

After Bennett left the locker
room, he encountared Solar Bears
managing parmer Jason Sierel.

“I just shook my head and said,
Boy, Inever mw anything like thar
before™ Bennett said. “Jason said
smmply, ‘He brought his dog’ T was
bke T am sorry What did you
ot (i

Funkle, a S-vear-cld Boston ter-
rier-pug mix named after a charac-
ter in the former Showtime series
“Californication,” attended his first
hockey mme that nicht. He was
miroduced to a sport he never had
sean,

The experience also was unique
for the Solar Bears

“It tock a litde retting used to,
bke walling in forst thng n the
manmng and not even geting mto
the rmk vet and he would be out-
side, taking pictires of us,” defense-
man Fric Baier said. “After a couple
of days, evarvbody gotused toit. k
ended up bemg a lotof fun”

In his 4lst vear of shooting
heockey; Bennett's sharp eye for the
spart has been fine-tmed signifi-
cantly since he was a teenage
shatterbug and smick mto the pho-
tographers’ area to shoot Mew Yok
Islanders games at Massau Colise-
um and Rangers games at hadison
Square Garden. He sent those pic-
tures to “The Hockey News" and
was offered $4 per photo,

TDurmg his ame with the Solar
Bears from Feh. 1043, Bennett shot
about 12,000 pictures, of which he
said about 450 were uploadad o
the Getty Images site and 22 were
picked for a photo essay on minor-
leamie hockey for ESFM.oom. It's all
there — at practice, m mestngs, in
the locker room, preparing equip-
ment, on the bus, pregame skates —
ashice of life that fans don't receive
for the price of admission.

Some pictires were oorverted to
black-and-white to enhance the of-
fect.

“He was neverin thewayg” coach
Anthony Moreen said. “There were
meetngs we had with four or five
muws in a small room where he
would fmd his way mto a comer
and be taking pictures Untilit was
over, vou would never even lmow
hewas there”

While Bennett is aconstomed to
tracking players on the iee — he has
photographed 35 Stanley Cup Fi-
nak pames and 27 NHL All Star
Games — he mainly has focused on
the highest level of hockey:. The mi-
nx lapues were lgely a forsign
canoapt. He had shot one ECHL
game before he joined the Sclar
Bears for thair matehup apminst the
Florida Everblades at Garmain
Arenain Estero onFeb. 10,

Bennett photographed three So-
lar Bears pamss, including two
agamst the Gladiators at Amway
Center. All three werevictories, part
of Crlandos season- high, five-mme
winmng streal.

COrlando will complete a three-
game series apamst the Adirondack
Thunder at & tonight.

“Comparing these puys to the

Rob Madare of the Solar Bears work out at the ROV Sportsplex. Fho-
tographer Bruce Bennett got all-access o the team.

Orlando Solar Bears players Eric Fallle, Johnny Mcinnis and T_L Foster,
from left, prep for practice inthe locker room at Armway Center.

players I shoot m the NHL, the
players share the same sense of lu-
mor, which goes right along with
my sense of lmor, 2 little bt off”
said Bermett, 6l “The players have
the same drive tosuccead.

“Some of the players are just
kngthening ther hockey careers
and enjoying the expariance of be-
i professional athletes. Others are
mare motivated to show off their
skill set, hopefully to be moved to
the American Hockey Lesmue or
the WHL"

The project first was discussed
twoyears gro, ot theschedn les did

not alipn untl last month Sisrel,
who had lmown Bennett from bhis
tme with the New Jemey Deviks,
gave him fll aceess,

From the first picture to the last,
Bennett attermpted to become as
hidden as fees on bank acooumis.

“Its notsomethimg thev areused
to, havinga camers in their face at
all imes” Bennettsaid. “As thedays
went on, vou weould still get the
occasional player who was posing I
need a litte Wt more time to blend
into the background and for them
to forget that I was there”

Said Siegel: “To me it is in the

EE DOUBL

W 0 O30

ETREE /.

Y

PHOTOS BY BRLUCE BEMNETTAGETTY IMAGES
Orlando Solar Bears forwarnd Austin Block (19) plays while hisdog, Runkie, sitting on the lap of Briana Zinsmeyer, watches from the front row.

eyes, Whether it was intense mo-
ments, happy moments, on the ice,
off the ice, he did a great job show-
mg not just behind the scenes but
greing msight mto the life of an
athlete who aspires to play m the
Mational Hockey Leapne™

Block has those dreams — and
Funkle to keep him company. Blods
ot him when ke plhyed for the
University of Mew Hampshire, and
they have been evarvwhere to-
rether, inchiding to Furope tarice.
{(“His dog passport has been
stamped many times™)

Funklenaver had sean his cwmer
play untl last month, when the So-
lar Bears acquired Block from the
ECHI% Manchester Monarchs.
With his higrage, equipment and
Funkle m tower, Block arrived in Or-
lando at sbour the tme the Solar
Bears’ game with the Gladiators
started.

Thev rushed to the arena, and
Elock handed Funkle to a security
guard. The pooch watchad the
game from the lap of Briana Zins-
mever, the pirlfriend of former
teammate Max Nicastro, Famkle
ws 3 well-behaved spectator down
m front.

“It was a first exparience for me,
and I think Rimbkle enjoyed i, too”
Block said. “T don't kmow if it is the
mental Bhuetooth that he and T had
from the long day of raveling He
was just sittng there and watching
some hockey”

Bennett was happy with the
wesk m pictures, a5 well as a par-
teularhy desred parsuit.

“I wanted fans to betrer identfy
with the challenges that these play-
ers go through on a daiby basis, the
ploysical challenze and the mental
challergre of baing plosicalkr fit and
sharp evary game!” Bennett said.
“Each game isa challengre to show
players in action, not anly to show
muhlton but dgection and show
offthe passion that the players have
for parddpatingin the sport”

Cm that score, Bennett's shot
struck allnet
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PICTURE PERFECT

The Orlando Solar Bears wonall
three games during the time that
photog=pher Bruce Bennatt
follawed the ECHL team o
choncleminorlsagus hockey
players'lves. Acloser look:
‘Wednesday, Feh. 10
B Score: Solar Bears 4, Forda
Everblades]
B Where: Germainarena, Estemn
W Quick hit: During abrakin
Torontobarlies' scheduls, G
Garret Sparks returned toOr-
landao for one-gamecameo and
saved 255 hots.

Friday, Feb.12
B Score: Solar Bears 2 Atlanta
Gladiators1 (shootout )
B Where: Armway Canter
B Quick hit: G Fyan Massashut
cart Glad labors for Est 52 mimutes
of regulation, plus overtime and
shootot.

Saturday, Feb.13
B Score: Solar Bears «, Gladiators
2
B Where: Armway Carnter
B Quick hit: B=nden Miler
sconed decisie goal during Or-
lando's three-goal thid perpd.

StephenRuk

Photographer Bruce Bennett
captured player Matt Rupert
as helooked out of the bus
during a Solar Bears road trip.

&< Photos

Go to DrlandoSentinel.coms
sports to see Bruce Bennett's
ghoto gallery from his time
with the SolarBears.




