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Islanders’

Brucs Bennett's photographs of the
“New York lslanders: On the loe and
Behind the Scenes™ at Long Island
University!C.W. Post Center will delight
mare than just hockey fans. The show,
which opens Saturday, June 21 and con-
tinues untd fuly 12 st the Hillwood Com-
mans Alumed Art Gallery cn the lower
loved is & compélation of Mr. Bennett's
favorite shots, taken over a period of
several years as the Islander’s tsam
photographer. In black and while as well
as color and “Laser” eolor, the
phatographs toll the story of the
mesmbairs of the team. from the quiet mo-

ment before donning the pads of the
wrifarm, to the split-second action of the
game, 1o the dawn airport arrival after
the game.

Mr. Bennel bas been taking photos of
hockey since his Freshman year sl CW.
Post. He played it in high school in
Westhury. Recently he received five
swnrds from the Press Pholographer's
Association of Long Island. including

Pictured above is Denis Potvin (Captain)

Photographer Has Show

his Hicksvillo studio much of the time!
Brian was st Post to help Bannett bang
the show last week. Benmet! never
startod out 1o b # photographer. 1
his degroe from Post & in sccounting.
However, he said that he continued to
koop the major even after his success in
photography, as “something 1o fall back
upan”. After graduntion. he froelanced
for four yoars. shooting mainly hockey,
and then the Islanders called in 1981.

About 120 hockey games & year are
photograpbed by Mr. Bennett and his
assistants. He covers all the lslander’s
home games and some of the out-ollown

games as well. He also covers the New
York Rangers. and New jersey Devils
and the Hartford W
e chows bockiry books. ad posters. calen-
dars. and operates his Bruce Bennett
Studsos in Hicksville. doing photograply
for advertising, business, indusiry, and
company portraits, in the studio, which
is also his home. His favorite subject re-
mirs pocple, with the excepticn of wed-

s, Off soasa

Left 1o right: Scott Hewsan, Mente Trottier, and Greg Gilbert.

first. second, and third place in the cob
or sporis calegory. His color shot of
Brian Trottier after winning the Stanley
Cup in 1983 also received the “Best In
Show”™ award from the Association, in
February of this year. He has had pic-
tures published in every major publica-
tion in America and has shat 1,075
games, with an sverage of 400 shots per
game! That's enoug! keep his aesis
tant, Brian Winkler in the darkrocm al

dings and bar mitzvahs, which he is not
8ot up 1o handle. Also, he does not feel
‘he can bandle food photography
alibough the brochure for his studio
sttes: “Just Bocause We're From Lang
Island Doesn't Mean We're Small
Potatoes.” on & polio cover photograph.
What he is looking for now. is to do &
book on “Inside the Islanders™ or “Inside
the National Hockey League™. His pro-
ot ghow at the Hillwood Commons

At Post

by Judy Fippinger

Breat Sutter relaxing in flight.

Gallery is designod 10 give & viewsr just
that. Book publication ks not now to Mr
Benpetl. He has ju completed &
160-page book on hockey in the Calor
Library Books sares. sod i the Usited
es and Canada, and was (b

hfxiu\ is r.mhahl\ one of the most dif-
ficult sports 1o photograph.
Mr. Bennet! uses » 300mm

Colisousn has k "I am the J|Anl\".
make fast moves When he does use 8
Dash. bowever. the new tachnology has
placed lights on the ceiling of the Col-
lisensm which are
camera. These
$12.000 to install - gnu are positioned
50 85 0ot to shine into the players’ eyes.
¢ prefers 1o use black and white film
withou the flash however. for its clari-
ty. For out-ol-town games. he has 1o rent
the Mash equipment 1 local
supplier

Far the Stanley Cup Finals in 1883 Mr
Bennett had four ass statianed at

ninety rolls of film for the game alone!
Alter shooting so many péctures. Mr.
Bennett says that the challenge to him
is to be creative in his photography. He
Rociks for somaething differen. such os the
behind-the-scenes shots hat are in the
Gallery at Post this summer. He also has
several interesting shots on Laser color.
The Laser beam goes through a color
slide and stches onto & color negative,
from which the print is m;
graphy gives the
musly oaly an artist

Laser is blacked out ir
photograph. giving & stark
tone changes become
become “gener
photographs of

Mr.

Bennet! has

games. Many times, he
shots he hosn't taken with
Hockey pucks have su
saveral occasians, hitting b in
and even in the bead! However
ty o see things from a new an,
kept him coming back for m !
pholograph in the show of Mike Boss
the shooter, and Kelly Hrudey. the gos
in “The Deadly Shot of the Boss \
shaws @ shot at the goal through
woalie’s begs. 1t was dane on commiss
for Inside Sports Magw, Itis ¢
photography such as this, thal ke
Bennett in the forefront of
photography. And i is his
that prove Mr. Bemnett has a lot =
than hockey pucks coming his w
Bennett has the best shols ¢

his






